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I.—FoREIGN POLITICS. 


The Banganivdst, of the 17th March, says that everybody is aware how? 
The Viceroy in the late Mani- in seeking to maintain his own prestige in the 
pur affair. Manipur affair, Lord Lansdowne was obliged to 
resort to injustice and oppression, and show a complete disregard of public 
opinion. Indeed, the action of Lord Lansdowne’s Government in connection 
with that affair was marked by such gross injustice as even a most barbarous 
people like the Goths or the Vandals would have shrunk from committing. 
The late unfortunate ruler of Manipur was, indeed, most unjustly deposed and 
deprived of all his wealth. 

The Indian Daily News says that it was only after extreme pressure had 
been put upon him, that Lord Lansdowne could be prevailed upon to consent 
to the execution of Tikendrajit and the Tongal General. This statement has 
really astounded everybody. Did not the Morning Post newspaper of Allahabad 
give out at the time that Lord Lansdowne had informed the Secretary of State by 
telegraph that he would resign if his orders for the execution of the Manipur 
prisoners were not confirmed? The writer is not aware that this statement in 
the Dlorning Post was ever authoritatively contradicted. Who again will be- 
lieve that the Viceroy can be compelled to act against his own will or con- 
scence? Has, tien, the office of Viceroy come to be something worse than 
even a clerkship? Some time ago the Pioneer—that semi-official paper, said 
that the Viceroy saw everything through the eyes of his Ministers and Secre- 
taries. Has, then, the Viceroy, who is entrusted with the charge of such a vast 
empiie, no independent judgment of his own, but must be guided by others 
in all matters? 

The Indian Daily News also says that the Government of India has pro- 
posed to remit the remainder of the sentences which were passed upon several 
Manipur prisoners. The late Maharaja Surachandra was never proved guilty 
of any offence, while those who were held guilty by Government have suffered 
sufficiently for their faults. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Government 
of India will see their way to the release of the unfortunate prisoners. 


II.—HomweE ADMINISTRATION. 


(a}— Police. 


A correspondent of the Hitavadi, of the 16th March, says that, since 
the removal of the subdivisional head-quarters 
from Ghatal, theft has become rife at Barada and 
neighbouring villages in the Midnapore district. The other day a theft ofa 
serious nature was committed at Kusapata, which still remains untraced. 
3. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 17th March, says that the 
The constables of the Baduria Constables of the Baduria thana, in the 24- Parganas 
thana, in the 24-Parganas district. are in the habit of taking by force, either without 
any payment, or on payment of inadequate prices, vegetables and fish from 
people who come to sell them at the hat, which is held twice a week in that 
place. On the 10th March last, two constables took by force a fish worth 4 
or 5annas from a fisherman named Ramnath, and on the man’s opposing 
them, did not hesitate to give him a few blows. A durwan of the local zamin- 
dar, being on the spot at the time, remonstrated with the constables, where- 
upon he, tvo, was given a sound thrashing. ‘he next day some 16 or 
16 constables assailed the men in the zemindar’s cutcherry with long sticks 
and brick bats, and wounded several of them. The matter has been repre- 
sented to the Deputy Magistrate of Basirhat. 
4. A correspondent of the Banganivdsi, of 


the 17th March, communicates the following from 
Sylhet :— 


(1) On the 11th November last, at about 3-30 P.m., some constables and 
peons of Patharkandi, in the Karimgan} subdivision of the Sylhet district, 
Were observed dragging four respectable men to the thanaon the charge 
of theft of grass, On arrival at the thana, the constables were ordered by 
the jamadar in charge to keep the men confined in a room. It ought to 
be noted that.all this time the accused persons were being severely 


2. 


Thefts at Barada, near Ghatal, in 
the Midnapore district. 


Complaints against the police of 
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beaten by the constables. Later in the day some gentlemen of the village 
came to have the accused released on bail, but bail was not granted till about 
noon the next day. Since then nothing further has been heard of the 
case, Why were the men thus let off if they were really guilty? If not, why 
were they thus unnecessarily harassed ? 

(2) ‘Towards the close of December last, a piece of cloth was missed 
from the Forest office in Karimganj, and it was said that the man who had 
stolen it had been caught with the article in his possession. A few days after 
this, a constable of the local thana offered the owner of the cloth a rupee ag 
compensation for the loss of his cloth. This the owner refused to take, and 
reported the matter to the Assistant Babu of his office, who went over to the 
thana, and got a promise from the jamadar that he would make a thorough 
investigation into the matter. Nothing, however, has come of the promised 
investigation, though two months have elapsed since the theft was committed. 

(3) A few days ago, some thieves broke into the house of one Raychandra, 
of Patharkandi, and took away property of considerable value. The matter was 
represented to the thana authorities, but the jamadar refused to entertain the 
complaint. : 

5. The Sanjivani, of the 18th March, says that there is perfect agree. 

Unjust punishment of a chauki- ment and sympathy between the police and the 
dar by the Magistrate of Backer- Magistracy of this country; they are, as it were, 
gunge. animated by one soul. ‘The police are placed 
under the control of the Magistrates, and carry out their orders. And it is no 
wonder, therefore, that the Magistrates should do their best to exculpate police 
officers when they do any wrong. The following is a case in point:—lt isa 
fashion among low class people in the Backergunge district to wear their hair 
long, and the fashion widely prevails among the chaukidars in that district. 
The daroga of the Galachipa thana lately issued an order to his chaukidars, 
wearing such long hair, according to the prevailing fashion, to get it clipped. 
A chaukidar, named Rahimuddi, not having obeyed this order, the daroga told 
him that he should either cut his hair short, or pay him a nuzzur of Rs. 5. 
Lately, this chaukidar complained before the Deputy Magistrate of Patuakhali 
that he had been beaten by the daroga for his refusal either to cut his hair 
short, or to pay the required nuzzur. The Magistrate of Backergunge had the 
case transferred to his own file, and, after holding a summary trial, dismissed it, 
and ordered the chaukidar to pay to the daroga Ks. 50, as compensation for 
having instituted a false case against him. The Magistrate also punished 
several other chaukidars for disobedience of orders and for giving false 
evidence. Now, it may be asked—what was it that constituted the disobedience 
on the part of the chaukidars ? What authority had the daroga to order the 
chaukidars to clip their hair short? Is there any provision to that effect in 
the new Chaukidari Act? Besides, was it not wrong on the Magistrate’s part 
to place implicit reliance on the evidence of the daroga, and to disbelieve that of 
the chaukidars? The transfer of the case from the file of the Deputy Mazgis- 
trate, and its summary disposal are also facts which the public cannot easily 
account for. The Lieutenant-Governor ought to call for an explanation from 
the Magistrate in connection with this matter. The Daroga-Babu in his 
evidence said that the zamindar, Mahim Babu, had instigated Rahimuddi to 
institute this false case against him. The zamindar, too, should at once 
bring an action for defamation against the daroga. 

6. The Dacca Prakash, of the 19th March, is glad that Mr. Jenkins, 

| | _ Magistrate of Dacca, has passed an order, prohibit- 
pacoity and highway robbery in ing all boats with public women on board from 
approaching the bathing-ghat at Nangalband, 92 
the day of the Ashtami  bathing-festival, until all respectable female 
bathers have left the ghat. In former years these boats used to cause 
great inconvenience to respectable female bathers. On the occasion of the 
Nargalband bathing-festival and the Dhamrai car-festival, budmashes take 
advantage of the crowd to kidnap young women, and to commit crimio 
assaults on them. ‘The budmashes join the crowd, select their prey, and pus 
her on until she loses sight of her guardians, ‘'lhey then forcibly take her away 
to some secret place and accomplish their object. The oppression by thet 
budmashes can be checked by prohibiting their going through the crowd i 


ee 


( 245 ) 


gangs consisting of more than 4 or 5 men, and by registering their names and 
addresses. 

Highway robbery is rife on the Dacca-Mirpur road, and several dacoitie 
were committed last year in villages near that road. The Magistrate is asked 
to look to the matter. 

". The Dainik-o-Samdchadr Chandrikd, of the 21st March, cannot panmir-o-Samacuar, 
account for the frequent dacoities which are now ar cae 
taking place in the country, otherwise than by *~™ epi 
attributing them to the prevailing distress arising 
from scarcity, to the inefficiency of the police, to the operation of the Arms Act, 
and lastly to the weak physique of the people, who are constantly suffering 
from malaria. The following recent cases of dacoity are then referred to:— 


(1) In the house of a zamindar of Durgapur, near Jaynagore, in the 24- 
Parganas district. 

(2) In the house of one Iswar Chandra Karmakar of Jhaporda in the 
Howrah district, within 3 or 4 miles of the Howrah town. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Baranagore Municipality lately received a letter, 
calling upon him to place a certain sum of money in the temple at 
Dakshineswar, failing which, the writer of the letter would meet him (which 
meant that dacoity would be committed in his house). 


Prevalence of dacoities in the 
country. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


sce ts cin a. 8. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 14th March, ponnwax saxstvaNt, 
the judicial and the executive gives the following case, which was decided by a par, 14th, 1893. 
functions. certain Deputy Magistrate whom it will not name:— 
There was a dispute between two men regarding the possession of a 
house. Inthe course of the dispute one of them abused the other’s mother. 
Thereupon the latter caught him by the neck andshoved him. The man lodged 
a complaint in the Court of the Deputy Magistrate. ‘The defendant admitted 
the assault, but pleaded provocation. The Deputy Magistrate, while admitting 
that the complainant had given sufficient cause for provocation, sentenced the 
defendant to seven days’ rigorous imprisonment! In thiscase a fine would have 
met the requirements of justice, and yet a sentence of hard labour was passed. 
It is not only Deputy Magistrates, but nearly all classes of native hakims 
that seem unable to realize the gravity attaching to a sentence of imprisonment, 
and so they do not hesitate to send people to jail even for offences which 
muy be adequately punished by the infliction of a fine. As regards the present 
case, it was with the greatest difficulty that the writer could believe that the 
Deputy Magistrate had actually sent a gentleman to jail for an offence like 
that stated above. Many Deputy Magistrates inflict unduly heavy punishments, 
in order to avoid the risk of being considered weak, and therefore unfit for their 
work, by their official superiors. 
Those who allow their judicial conduct to be influenced by considerations 
like these are certainly to blame, but the system under which this state of 
things is possible is also open to very great objection. And, so long as that 
system willremain unchanged, so long will a foujdari hakim, whoever he may be, 
find it necessary to dispense justice in the present heartless way. The remedy 
for this lies in the separation of the judicial from the executive function. 
This separation will, no doubt, Jead to an increase of public expenditure, but 
that increase will not be very large. There are generally 3 or 4 Deput 
Magistrates stationed at the head-quarters of districts; of these, some should be 
required to do only executive, and others only judicial, work. Those who will 
do judicial work should be placed under the Sessions Judge, and the District 
Magistrate should have nothing to do with them. Thus, if the proposed 
arrangement is accepted, it will not lead to any increase of expenditure so far 
as the head-quarters of districts are concerned. As regards the sub divisicns, 
it will be necessary to send an additional Deputy Magistrate to each of them. 
And it will be the duty of the additional officer to try criminal cases, as weli as 
such civil suits as he may be required to try for the purpose helping the Munsif. 
Thus, the adoption of this proposal will lead to some increase of expenditure in 
sub-divisions only. But, considering the good which will result from the pro- 
posed measure, Government ought not to grudge the additional expenditure. 
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BaHacHaR, 9, The Sahachar, of the 15th March, refers to the letter written by the 
Mar, 15th, 1893. Private Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor to 
the editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, on the 
subject of convictions by Deputy Magistrates, ang 


Convictions by Deputy Magis- 
trates. 


remarks as follows :— 

In reply to the Private Secretary’s letter, the Amrita Bazar Patrika said 
that, though the Licutenant-Governor had not passed any express orders on the 
subject, yet his acts, and the remarks which he had repeatedly made on the 
subject of the administration of criminal justice, had led the Subordinate 
Magistracy to think that their promotion depended on the percentage of their 
convictions. The Private Secretary has not dared to contradict this statement, 
The fact is, the new rules which the Lieutenant-Governor has made on the 
subject of the working of the criminal courts and the administration of 
criminal justice are doing much mischief. Cases cannot now be postponed 
beyond a certain number of times, and the witnesses to be examined for the 
defence must not exceed acertain number. Alli these circumstances, coupled 
with the fact that the Lieutenant-Governor has expressed his satisfaction at 
the high percentage of convictions which was reached in the Orissa Division, 
irresistibly lead to the conclusion that, in His Honour’s opinion, he is the most 
efficient officer and the best Judge, who can send the largest number of men 
to jail. There is now in every district an officer, whose duty it is to examine the 
records of the cases disposed of by the Subordinate Magistrates. If he thinks 
that in any case the accused person has been unjustly let off, the Magistrate 
orders a retrial in that case. If he thinks that in any case the accused have 
been inadequately punished, the Deputy Magistrate who tried the case is 
taken to task, Such was not the case in former years. Is this official spy—for 
he is no better than that—doing good or harm? The acquittal of the accused 
is now very rare, and the Deputy Magistrates try to avoid all risk of incurring 
the displeasure of their official superiors, by convicting people indiscriminately. 
The mischief has assumed very large proportions. Nobody says that the 
Lieutenant-Governor wishes to see people punished without evidence. But, 
then, His Honour ought to bear in mind that there is such a thing as over. 
zealousness on the part of official subordinates. As he is anxious to see 
justice properly administered, it is his duty to issue a circular, explaining his 
views on the subject. Sir Charles’ reputation and the good of the country, 
alike, require the prompt abolition of the rules relating to the postponement 
of cases and the number of witnesses to be examined for the defence. 

SATMACHAR. 10. The same paper has the following :— 

The Jury Commission is holding its sittings with 
closed doors. And, though it is certainly desirable 
that the public should be given access to its deliberations, still the matter 
ought not to be made the subject of unfavourable comments in the native 
press. The writers in that press should take care to say nothing which may 
increase Lord Lansdowne’s zid in the matter. They should bear in mind that 
it is sometimes advantageous to give a man credit for virtues which he does 
not possess. Lord Kimberley must have given secret instructions to the Vice- 
roy so to conduct himself that he and the Lieutenant-Governor may come out 
of the jury affair with honour and dignity ; and let the native press do nothing 
which may cause them any difficulty or embarrassment in this connection. 

It is probable that some communication has passed between the members 
of the Commission and the Secretary of State on the subject of the scope of 
the present enquiry. But if no such communication has passed between them, 
there is yet time for the Commission to make a reference on the point. Itis 
probably at the request of Government that the public have been denied access 
to the deliberations of the Commission. The writer has been watching the 
action of Government for a long time, and his opinion is that, whenever BY 
enquiry 1s conducted in the way the present enquiry is being conducted, the 
public can always expect it to yield good results. Sir Charles Elliott’s action 
in this Jury matter has opened the eyes of even the people of Bihar, and the 
residents of Shahabad have addressed a representation to the Commission, poiat- 
ing out the necessity of extending jury trial to that district. Government itself 
is the cause of the excitement which now prevails in the country, and the ques 
tion 1s, will it allow that excitement to go on increasing? The people have lost 
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their faith in the administration of criminal justice, and it has become indis- 
pensably necessary for Government to remove their anxiety on this score. 
Tbe country has made considerable progress since English rule was established 
in it; and judicial vagaries, which formerly furnished matter for laughter, 
would not now be tolerated. The jury notification has been severely criticised 
by the English Press; and English statesmen and the Secretary of State were 
advised to curb the high-handedness of Indian Governors. All these things 
make it probable that Government will not act improperly in the matter. 
It is rumoured that Sir P. Hutchins is still opposed to the trial of murder cases 
by juries; but the writer hopes that neither the Viceroy nor the Lieutenant- 
Governor will pay any heed to the advice of that short-sighted man. The 
writer again says that, if Government admits its error in the matter, and 
extends jury trial, its prestige is sure to increase and not to suffer in any way. 

11. The Bankura Darpan, of the 15th March, says that the aboli- 
tion of the Munsifi chauki at Gangajalghati, in the 
Bankura district, will be attended with serious in- 
convenience to the people of that village and 
many neighbouring places, the sadar station of Bankura being at a distance of 
30 or 32 miles from that village. 

12. The Duainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikdé, of the 23rd March, says that 
Justices Norris and Trevelyan have expressed the 
opinion that a respectable native female should not 
be compelled to attend a law court. Buta grand- 
daughter of the late Raja Radhakanta Dev had, nevertheless, to appear in the 
High Court for not being able, it is said, to pay the expenses of a Commission. 
The suggestion is therefore madethat the Court should always direct the issue of 
a Commission in cases in which theexamination of a respectable native lady is 
necessary, and either compel the other party to pay the expenses, or arrange in 
some other way for the payment thereof. 


The abolition of a Munsifi 
chauki in the Bankura district. 


Attendance of purda-nashin 
women in law courts. 


(c)—Jails. 


13. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 21st March, says that it has 
Long-term and short-term been ruled that long-term prisoners will not be 
prisoners. made to work hard for the first month of their 
imprisonment, but this rule will not apply to prisoners whose term of im- 
prisonment does not extend beyond two months, that is, the latter must work 
hard from the beginning of their confinement in jail. ‘the writer fails to see 
the reason of Government’s want of sympathy for short-term prisoners. A 
zamindar shows greater favour to raiyats taking long leases than to those 
whotake short leases. Does the same rule also apply to jails in this country ? 


(d)—Education. 


14. The Chéruvdrid, of Ris py March, says that it is, on the whole, 

A i pleased at the action of Government in awarding 
ree oe the tol scholarships. It is true this consideration 
shown by Government to the pundit class will, to a certain extent, interfere 
with their independence, still the favour ought to be thankfully received by 
the people. The writer, however, cannot approve of the proposal to make all 
tols in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa follow a uniform system of education. Such 
a system can never be equally beneficial to the three provinces, differing so 
widely, as they do, in local conditions. Government itself has admitted this 
in its Resolution on the report of the Education Commission. 

15. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 20th March, says that Lord Lansdowne 
feels a real attachment for the Calcutta University 
and its graduates.. It is in his time that the public 
have witnessed the appointment of a native Vice- 
Chancellor, and the privilege which has been given to the graduates of elect- 
ing a number of Fellows trom among themselves. The writer is, therefore, 
exceedingly glad to lesra that the graduates of the Calcutta University propose 
to give an address to His Excellency, thanking him for the privileges he has 
conferred upon them. Lord Lansdowne’s educational policy is, unquestionably, 
marked by liberality, and if His Excellency had followed an equally liberal 


A graduates’ address to Lord 
usdowne, 


BANKURA DARPAN, 
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DAINIK-0-SAMACHARB 
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Dacta PRAKASH, 
Mar. 19th, 1893. 


SUDAAKAR, 
Mar. 17th, 1893. 


SaNJIVANI, 


Mar. 18th, 1898, 
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policy in the other branches of the administration, bis namé would have been 
written iv letters of gold in the annals of India. 


(e)—Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration, 


ilies sh aie 16. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 19th March, 
by the Dacca District Board. has the following :— 

~ Government makes over the proceeds of the road cess to the District Boards, 
Last year these proceeds amounted to Rs, 39,80,626. From this sum Govern. 
ment deducted Rs. 4,70,391 as collection charges. This is hardly just or proe 
pet. The public works cess is collected at the same time and through the same. 
agency as theroad cess, and justice requires that the expenses for the collection 
of the two cesses should be charged rateably on their respective proceeds, But 
as the proceeds of the public works cess go to Government, it takes care to 
charge all the expenses for the collection of the two cesses on the proceeds of 
the road cess only. Government ought, at any rate, to explain to the public 
the reason which underlies its practice in this respect, for, as it is, it looks very 
suspicious. 

Of the road cess money which falls to the share of the Dacca District 
Board, it spends Ks. 10,296 for the maintenance of ferries, and only Rs. 55,200 
on the construction of roads, &c. About Ks 9,000 of the income derived from the 
road cess is spent on other purposes. Rupees 42,735 are Spent on education in 
the district of Dacca. Of this sum Government only contributes Rs, 22,090, 
and the rest is paid by the District Board. Other District Boards spend 
one-sixth of their income on Education, but the District Board of Dacca spends 
for the same purpose Rs. 42,735 out of an income of Rs. 1,20,579, or, in other 
words, more than one-third of its income. As a consequence of this diver- 
sion of the proceeds of the road cess from their proper and legitimate objects, 
those objects are necessarily neglected. People are suffering from scarcity of 
food and water; the sick are going without medical treatment; trade and agri- 
culture are ina depressed condition for want of irrigation canals; and all this 
because the money which ought to have been spent in removing these wants 
and inconveniences is being spent in giving a smattering of education to 
sons of agriculturists, and in converting native girls into fashionable ladies. The 
Magistrate-Chairman and those members of tne District Board who are always 
ready to support him are chiefly to blame for this diversion of the road cess 
money, and it can only be put an end to by a special order of Government. 


(f )\— Questions affecting the land. 


17. The Sudhakar, of the 17th March, has heard that the raiyats in 
The zamindars and raiyats of the Mymensingh district have at last given their 
Mymensingh. . zamindars to understand that they are determined 
not to pay any higher rent than can be lawfully demanded from them, and 
road cess at any higher rate than half-an-anna per rupee. The zamindars, on 
the other hand, are conspiring to teach their raiyats a severe lesson. Some 
zamindars, again, having purchased the friendship and support of the more 
powerful ralyats | by Various inducements, are trying to coerce the weaker 
ralyats into submission, and to continue their illegal exactions. 
18. The Sanjivani, of the 18th March, says that settlement operations are 
Settlement operations in Chitta- everywhere attended with considerable Oppression 
rr of the raiyats. Complaints of oppression, in connec- 
tion with such operations, have been heard from Assam, and there can be 
little doubt that similar complaints will soon be heard fiom Bihar, where the 
cadastral survey has been commenced. Settlement work is also going on it 
Chittagong, and it is reported that the work of survey and preparation of 
the record of rights is proving a source of harassment to the raiyats. Land 
belonging to one raiyat is being entered as belonging to another, and the Settle- 
mer.t Ollicer is showing a complete disregard for the results of all previous sur¢ 
veys, as embodied in the existing records of rights, 
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(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


19. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 14th March, says that the absence of BUPDWAN Sansivanr, 


waiting-rooms for female passengers at many 
Complaints connected with rail- yailway stations is a source of considerable incon- 
way travelling. venience to native gentlemen travelling with 
family. Again, there is at present no special arrangement for checking the 
tickets of female passengers, or collecting tickets from them. Native ladies 
have now to jostle through a crowd of male passengers before getting into 
the female compartments, and the railway officials are not very particular in 
attending to their convenience. Almost all the important railways in India 
now belong to Government, and it is hoped that it will take steps to remove 
the inconveniences of the femaie passengers travelling by rail, 
alas im ths cctthinn tented 20. The Sakachar, of the 15th March, has the 
of the Eastern Bengal State following :— 
Railway. A circular has been recently issued by the Dis- 
trict Traffic Superintendent of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, directing that 
the train on the southern section of the line, which is dueat Oalcutta at 10-3 a.m., 
should consist only of ten third class and two intermediate class carriages; and 
that the passengers who can get no accommodation in the train should avail 
themselves of the next. The officer who issued the circular does not apparently 
know that the next train reaches Calcutta at 3-30 P.u., and that it is therefore 
impossible for people who have to attend office to come by that train. Even 
after the issue of the circular the train in question does not contain more than 
five or six third class carriages. Asa consequence, many third class passengers 
are obliged to travel in first and second class carriages. Even this does not 
prevent overcrowding in the carriages. 
21. <A correspondent of the Banganivasi, of the 17th March, complains of 
Pees hae inadequate accommodation for third and interme- 
torte, Reavers. terete diate class passengers in trains on the Bengal 
Central Siate Railway. 
(h) — General. 


22. A correspondent of the Banganivasi, of the 10th March, draws 
: attention to the poor pay which is given to the 
Reco yg postal employés yiliage post-peons, sub-postmasters, and the clerks 
in sub-post offices, and the hard work they are 
required to do. The post-peons are paid Ks, 8, or Rs, 9 and the sub-post- 
masters and clerks Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 per month. And they find it extremely 
difficult to live with their families on this poor income in these days of high 
prices. The writer would suggest that the pay of sub-postmasters be raised 
from Rs. 25 to Rs. 40 per month. The clerks, too, should be paid at a higher 
rate, as they have practically to do all the work of sub-postmasters. 
23. Referring to the proposal to appoint a Ganja Commission, the Sadar- 
7 _  0-Mufassal, of the 12th March, says that the 
PY ig proprosed Ganja Commis- yeyenue derived by Government from the cultiva- 
tion and sale of ganja being small, compared with 
that derived from its opium business, the authorities may not be unwilling to 
forego this item of revenue, in order to please the temperance party in 
England. It would be well, no doubt, to abolish the sale of spirituous liquors 
and intoxicant drugs from the country; but the cultivation and sale of ganja 
should not be abolished before an enquiry is made into the following points :— 


(1) Whether the use of ganja is doing any harm to the people. If so, 
what class or classes are most affected by its use and to what 
extent? 

(2) Whether the evil is likely to be effectually remedied by the abolition 
of the sale of ganja. 

(3) Whether in case of such abolition ganja is likely to be surre 

| titiously grown in remote places in the mufassal; and whether 
ganja-smokers may not betake themselves to the smoking of 
siddhi. 

(4) Whether such abolition may not increase the use of opium and 
wine. 


Mar. 14th, 1893. 


SAHACHAR, 
Mar. 15th, 1893, 


BANGANIVABI, 
Mar. 17th, 1893. 


BANGANIVaST, 
Mar. 10th, 1893. 


SADAR-O-MUFASBAL, 
Mar, 12th, 1893. 
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(5) Whether such abolition may not produce discontent among Hind, 
and Musalman sadkus and .sannyasis, and thereby lead 4, 
disturbances in the country. 

(6) Whether ganja possesses the virtue of destroying the malarial poigoy 
and the bad effects of foul water. © 

(7) Whether the use of ganja dves not enable the cultivators and othe, 
hard-working people to bear fatigue and privation with ease. 


Borpwan SANJIVANI, 24, The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 14th March, is sorry to learn of the 
Mar, 14th, 1893, proposed transfer of the Magistrate and the J udge 
zee Magistrate and Judge of of Burdwan from that place. Both of them were 
urdwan. : 

very popular officers, and gave satisfaction to the 
‘people by the way in which they discharged their respective duties. The 
Magistrate’s action in sanctioning an expenditure of Rs. 500 for the re-ex--avation 

of a tank in the village of Birudiha is spoken of with approbation. 
S \HACHAR, 25. The Sahachar, of the 15th March, referring to Mr. Beames’ retire. 


Mar. 15th, 1893. sus . , 
5 a re ment from the Civil Service, makes the following 
remarks :— 


Mr. Beames is a linguist, and knows the Sanskrit, Arabic, Pesian, and 
Bengali languages. Few Europeans can so well converse like himin Bengali. He 
was impartial in the discharge of his official duties, and often reversed the decisions 
Collectors in favour of the people. Not even his enemies can say that he was 
not a friend of the country. But, like the civilians of the old school, he was for 
getting all things done for the people, and nothing by them. It was for this 
reason that of late he came to be disliked by them. He was a man of great 
ability, and always wished to see justice done to all. Civilians of his type are 
fast passing away, and the men who can take their places are not forthcoming. 
Considering all things, Mr. Beames is entitled to praise. The people of this 
country are grateful to him for many things. By his retirement, the country 
bas lost a true friend, and Government a very efficient servant. 


en 26. The same paper hopes that, in the course of his proposed visit to 
Diamond Harbour, the Lieutenant-Governor will 
have his attention directed to the condition of the 
railway carriages on the Diamond Harbour line, the state of the roads in the 
town, and its general sanitation. The first and the second class carriages on 
this line are very uncomfortable. The compartments are narrow and ill- 
ventilated, the seats are made of rattan and infested with bugs. These carriages 
ought to be replaced by better ones. Again, there ought to be a municipality 
at Diamond Harbour. ‘The roads in the town are very bad, and as no carriages 
can be had at the railway station, people have to walk fora mile in te sun 
before they can get under shelter. A fort has been constructed here, and the 
sanitation of the place ought to be improved. 


27. The Hitavadi, of the 16th March, says— 


: ais Mr. Phillips has at last been transferred to 
Mr. Phillips’ transfer to Monghyr. Monohyr, His promotion comes simultaneously 
with histransfer. He was, indeed, rebuked by the Lieutenant-Governor for his 
conduct in the Suryya Kantacase, but the fact that he has been promoted, shows 
that His Honour was not in earnest when he administered therebuke. Thathe 
would be promoted was known beforehand, and the only wonder is, that bis 
promotion comes so late. When he was sent back to Mymensingh after the 
Suryya Kanta case, people knew that he would be promoted. 
HiTavaDt, 28. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Baluchar-Jiyagayj; 
in the district of Murshidabad, complains of irreg- 
ularity in the distribution of letters by the local 
branch post office. The authorities ought to take notice of the matter. 
BANGAVAS!, 29. The Bangavasi, of the 18th March, says that Sir Charles Elliott 2 
Mar. 18th, 1993, Mess eye it too much to sit quiet any longer in Calcutta. ¢ 
ene eae sheese: will therefore bre Visit tb the Naogaon subdivision 
of the Rajshahi district in 2 days, and then, after a fortnight’s rest in Calcutta, 
will again set out on a tour through Bihar and Northern Bengal, extendiDg 
over 17 days only. And after that His Honour will probably start for Darjeeling 
Sir Charles may or may not be an expert in any other work, but there ca 
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little doubt that His Honour is an expert in the art of running from place 
to place with all possible haste and hurry. 
30. The same paper says that, though Government has reduced all tele- 
Postage on newspapers. graphic, and several, postal charges, it has yet done 
nothing to reduce the charge for transmission of 
newspapers by post. Every civilized Government ofters facilities for the 
circulation of newspapers, with a view to the education of the people, and it is 
9 wonder that the civilized English Government in India alone does not do so. 
The writer expresses a hope that all newspapers up to the weight of 5 
tolas will be given the benefit of a 1-pice postage. 
31. The Sanjivani, of tie 18th March, says that to-day the Lieutenant- 
Governor will be at Diamond Harbour, to-morrow 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s tours. 4+ Naogaon in the Rajsbahi district, and on the 
day after at Calcutta. Do not tours performedin such hasteand hurry, and, as 
it were, by leaps and bounds, cause a mere waste of public money? Will it be 
proper for His Honour to travel such a great distance, simply for the purpose 
of inspecting one or two subdivisions? And will it, again, be proper for His 
Honour to inspect the courts and offices in Naogaon on a Sunday ? 
82. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 19th March, says that it 
Rule relating to securities tobe would be a great hardship upon many old and 
furnished by public servants. trustworthy clerks in Government service, if the 
recent rule made by the Lieutenant-Governor, requiring its employés who 
have charge of cash to furnish securities, were enforced in all cases. Nota few 
oldemployés would in that case be compelled toresign their appointments. Even 
many heads of offices regard the rule with anything but satisfaction. Indeed, 
the Lieutenant-Governor cannot proceed too cautiously in the matter, other- 
wise a good deal of injustice will be done. It is hoped that, in working the 
rule, His Honour will see that old and trusted servants of Government are not 
forced to resign, owing to their inability to furnish the required securities. 
33. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 20th March, complains 
ates that the claims of meritorious native officers in the 
age for meritorious Judicial and Executive Services are overlooked by 
Government, and instances the cases of Babu 
Brajendra Kumar Seal and Mr. Rameshchandra Dutt, the latter of whom may 
well be called a jewel of the Executive Service. Babu Brajendra Kumar Seal 
deserves a seat on the High Court Bench, and Mr. Rameschandra Dutt promo- 
tion to a Divisional Commissionership. Itis to be hoped that Sir Charles Elliott 
will do justice to these deserving officers. 
34, The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide, of the 20th March, says that, 
ae though the village people have to pay, besides the 
Ftc of letters, &c., in the ordinary postage charge, an additional postal tax in 
the shape of the zamindari dak less, they are worse 
served than people of the towns in the matter of the punctual delivery of their 
letters. In fact, in the mufassal, it is not a rule, but an exception, to receive 
letters punctually by post. Besides delay in the receipt of their letters, &c., 
the mufassal people have often to pay something as gratification to the 
post-peons. 


III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


35. The Chdéruvartd, of the 13th March, says that, but for the difficulty 
ne , in which he found himself in connection with 
a: Pushes ieBdl she: Jury affair, Sir Charles Elliott would not have 
: hesitated to curtail the privileges of Local Self- 
Government enjoyed by the people by passing the Mufassal Municipal Bill. 
As ifto gratify in a certain measure that latent desire of his heart, His 
Honour, during the discussion of the Fire-brigade Bill, gave his vote in favour 
of Mr. Woodroffe’s amendment proposing the transfer of the power of granting 
licenses to warehouses from the general body of the Municipal Commissioners 
, to their Chairman. 
36. The Hitavddi, of the 16th March, thus criticeses the Inland Emigra- 
Sa cilia alle tion Act Amendment Bill:— 
mein tot ae section relating to free labourers, which 
was introduced into the existing cooly law in 
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consequence of the agitation in the native press, has done harm instead of 200d 
to the coolies for whose benefit it was intended. It has enabled the recruiters 
to kidnap human beings without a license of any kind. The section jp 

uestion, does not require the detention of free labourers in licensed cooly. 
deptdts, and thus it distinctly operates in favour of the recruiters. The lay 
stands in need of amendment in this respect. | 

2. The coolies should be brought to the sadar stations of the districts j, 
which they are recruited, and there kept in licensed cooly-depéts for at least ten 
days before they are sent to Assam. 

3. ‘The proprietors of cooly-depdts, or their agents, should be required to 
submit before Magistrates or Deputy Commissioners, as the case may be, state. 
ments giving the names, residences, statures, and other particulars relating to 
the recruited coolies. Those officers should cause these statem-nts to be filed 
in some conspicuous places in their cutcherry for public inspection. 

4 The contracts of the coolies should be executed before the Magistratg 
in the sadar station of the district in which they are recruited, and that officer 
should himself attest them with his signature. It is also necessary that the 
attesting Magistrate should be conversant with the language spoken by the coolies, 
and that the contracts should be executed ten days after the coolies had been 
kept in the licensed depdts. The Lieutenant-Governor realized the necessity of 
a provision of this kind; but unfortunately His Honour’s proposal on the subject 
has not been embodied in the new Bill. Most of the Kols who are taken to 
Assam as coolies understand neither Bengali nor Hindustani, and thus contracts 
are not executed in their mother-tongue at Dhubri. 

5. Before their contracts are registered the coolies should be made to 
undergo a medical examination, and the medical certificates should be attached 
to the contracts. 

6. Those coolies who are either natives of Assam, or who habitually reside 
in that province, should not be required to execute contracts of this nature, 
Separate provisions should be made for them. 

7. Special provisions should be made for the protection of the coolies 
from over work. For over work is the cause of untimely deaths among the 
coolies. 

8. Therate of remuneration of the coolies should be increased from 
Rs. 5 to Ks. 6, The present rate of Rs. 5 may be allowed to stand in the case 
of female coolies. 

9. The age-limit for the registration of the coolies should be increased 
from 16 to 18 vears. 

The Habitual Offenders Bill. 37. The same paper has the following :— 

It seems that the abolition of jury trial has some secret connection with 
the proposed law for dealing with babitual offenders. Tne object of both of 
these measures is to increase the power of the executive and weaken that of 
the courts. If the jury order were cancelled, the authorities would still gain 
their object by the other measure. The jury notification excludes offences 
against property from the operation of jury trial, while the Habitual Offenders 
Bill proposes to declare, as habitual offenders, people guilty of these very 
offences. A connection between the two measures is, therefore, evident, and 
there ought to be as strenuous an oppositivn against the proposed law as there 
has been against the jury order. ‘Ihe oppression committed on Sohonlal by 
the Agra police shows clearly what the consequences of the passing of the 
Habitual Offenders Bill will be. This man wasarrested by the police on the 
suspicion of being a purchaser of stolen goods, His house was searched, and 
his iron safes brought incourt. At last the High Court of the North- Wester" 
Provinces intervered, his case was transferred from Agra, and he was ult 
mately acquitted. 

38. The Banganivasi, of the 17th March, hopes and believes that Babu 

Gis ec Surendra Nath Banerji, who has laboured so muc! 
a member of the Bengal feel. in the cause of Local Self-Government in this 
. country, will be nominated by the Calcutta Corp” 
ration as its representative in the Bengal Council under the new regulations. 

39. Tne Datnit-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 19th March, says that 

The Fire-brigade Bill. during the discussion on the Licensed: Warebous:” 
and Fire-brigade Bill in the Legislative Counc 


( 263 j 


Mr, Cotton fought for the rate-payers, but Mr. Risley did not. Not only in 
respect of this Bill, but in respect of other Bills also—as, for instance, in regard 
to the Chaukidari and Mufassal Municipal Bills—Mr. Risley posed as an 
antagonist of Mr. Cotton. The European Trades Association took up some- 
thing like an attitude of opposition to the Chamber of Commerce in the dis- 
cussion of the present Bill; Mr. Wallis, of the Trades Association, keeping an 
eye on the interests of the rate-payers, and Mr. Playfair, of the Chamber of 
Commerce, attending solely to the interests of the merchants. The writer is 
clad to notice that Mr. Lambert to a certain extent fought for the 
rate-payers. Maharaja Ravaneswar Singh of Gidhaur is a new member, and he 
followed the golden rule of silence. The Lieutenant-Governor, President of 
the Council, tried to maintain a position of neutrality, but in the discussion of 
certain sections of the Bill His Honour took up the cause of the merchants as 
against that of the rate-payers. Whenever on any motion the parties were 
equally divided, the Lieutenant-Governor voted on the side of the merchants. 
But for the hard fighting done for them by Messrs. Lee, Cotton, Wallis, 
and Lambert, the whole cost of keeping up a fire-brigade would have fallen 
on the rate-payers. They are, therefore, thankful to those gentlemen. 
The Bill will soon be passed into law, and it is not likely that the protest 
of the Municipal Commissioners will be listened to. 

Dr. Sircar and the Fire-brigade 40. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrika, of the 
Bill. 20th March, has the following :— 

In all Acts of the Indian Legislature very large powers are conferred on 
Government, to be exercised by it at its discretion. It was in exercise of powers 
thus conferred by the Legislature that the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and 
the Chief Commissioner of Assam have partially abolished jury trial within 
their respective provinces. But whenever such powers are given to Govern- 
ment, care is taken to exclude its British subjects from their operation. The 
above tendency of the Legislature to entrust Government with large powers 
is seen even in the, case of the Fire-brigade Bill. A _ list is given 
in the Bill of the articles which are to be considered inflammable for 
purposes of the proposed law, and yet a sub-section has been added, empowering 
Government to add to the list from time to time. This is certainly objection- 
able. If it be found necessary hereafter to include any new article in the 
list, the insertion may: be effected by an amendment of the law. The legisla- 
tive machinery is always working, and any change in any law may be 
effected as soon as its necessity is felt. Again, why should the Legislature do 
its duty imperfectly in the firs t instance, and thereby make a reservation of 
powers in the hands of Government necessary ? Can it not do its duty properly ? 
Why does it not proceed cautiously and deliberately, leaving its measures ta be 
criticised by the public at every stage? Matters are worse in Bengal in this 
respect than they are in Madras and Bombay, and the Bengal Higb Court has 
to find fault with the Bengal Council Acts at every step. This is due to the 
incompetency of the officer who is charged with the drafting of the Acts and 
Bills of that Council To return to the Fire-brigade Bill. Dr. Sircar moved 
the withdrawal of the sub-section, conferring power on Government to add to 
the list of inflammable articles, but his motion was lost. It aimed at curtail- 
ing the power of the executive. A motion of the kind proposed by Dr. Sircar 
would have been readily accepted in England or America. But here, years 
must pass away before a thing of that kind can be expected to take place. 
Dr. Sircar knew this well and yet he made a move in the right direction. 
For this he surely deserves the thanks of the public. 

41. The Dacca Gazette, of the 20th March, considers the existing provi- 

Nemes enhien btn Te of the Penal Code in regard to defamation a 
defamation section of the Penal source of great hardship to the conductors of 
Code. newspapers, inasmuch as they may be called upon 
to appear before a Magistrate in any place within British India, where any 
issue of their paper containing matter. alleged to be defamatory may have been 
circulated. ‘Ihe conductors of @ newspaper puolished in Calcutta may be 
arrested on a warrant issued by a Magistrate in Madras, and taken and 
detained there till the disposal of the case, thus subjecting them to creat loss 
and hardship. ‘lhis section of the Penal Code should be amended, and it 
should be laid down that defamation cases must be instituted in the court of a 
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Magistrate only in that place where the newspaper is originally published, ang 
where it has its principal place of business. ' eet cg 

It is also considered that the section in question is unnecessarily harsh 

upon proprietors, managers, and printers of newspapers, who have nothing to 

do with the writing thereof. It is unjust to punish these men for what is 

properly the offence of the editor only. — 

42. The Dainik-o-Samdchaér Chandrikd, of the 21st March, says that there 

is nothing to be wondered at in the objection made 

The Inland Kmigration Act by the tea planters to the reduction of the period of 

Amnesees contract under the Inland Emigration Act Amend. 


ment Bill from five to three years. For nothing short of a lifelong 
contract would satisfy these men. But what surprises the writer is that 
Mr. Ward, who said some time ago that, “the cooly is practically a slave for 
the whole period of his contract,” has supported the planters in this matter, 
It is hoped that Lord Lansdowne and the impartial members of bis Council 
will not allow themselves to be led astray by the objection of the planters, but 
reduce the period to three years. 

The Council should have adopted the proposal made by Dr. Ghose, to 
revive the system of local registration of the coolies. 

The writer hopes that the Council will also give effect to Mr. Chintsal 


Pantulu’s proposal, to raise the age of contract from 16 to 18 years. 
43. he Sulabh Dainik, of the 21st March, 


The rules under the new Indian writes as follows:— 

— Though the reform of the Bengal Council has 
not been such as to fully satisfy public expectations, yet what has been 
achieved in this direction is a decided gain to the country. Under the new 
arrangements the Council will contain 5 or 6 native members out of a total 
of 20 who will constitute the body. ‘This is not bad after all. And, then, 
it should be remembered that this is but the first step towards the constitution 
of the Councils on a reformed basis. ‘he writer, also, sees no reason to quarrel 
with the provision of the new rules, which empowers the Lieutenant-Governor to 
choose 3 of the non-official members from certain communities. If these 
members are chosen from among the educated classes, as there is every reason 
to believe they will be, they will certainly know how to act with independence. 
It is probable that these members will be Europeans. In that case, the 
number of native members will be limited to 5 or 6 only. 

The writer, however, has been astonished to find that neither the British 
Indian Association nor the Indian Association has been given the privilege of 
returning members. The claim to representation of these two bodies, which 
have done the Government and the country immense good, should not have 
been thus ignored, and it is hoped the Viceroy will reconsider the matter. 
Indeed, the Bengal Council will be far from well constituted, unless it has in it 
representatives of these two bodies. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot, indeed, 
do better than allow these bodies to nominate 2 of the 3 members 
whose nomination lies in his hands. 

The reconstitution of the Supreme Legislative Council has been postponed, 
probably because the Simla season is at hand. But the rules made for that 
Council are not at all satisfactory. The 4 non-official members of that 
Council who will come from the Provincial Councils ought, in justice, to be 
non-officials, 

44. The Daintk-o-Somdchdr Chandrika, of the 23rd March, says that 

i SOO aoe the change which is now made in the constitution 
lative Councils. CS :SCté«E:«séMhhhe@e:« Legislative Councils will be advantageous 
to both Government and the people. A discussion 
of the budget in the Council is likely to do much good. The right of asking 
questions, too, will produce good results. The exercise of this right will 
an Opportunity to the authorities to explain their measures, and will, to some 
extent, serve as a check upon the officials. 


V.—PROSPECTs OF THE CROPS AND COYDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


45. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 14th March, says— 
Sr es ae ee The outlook is becoming gloomier every 48Y 
rictet Burswan sin the district of Burdwan. Coarse rice is selli 
at less than 12 seers a rupee, a seer being equiv- 
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alent to 80 tol:s; and if the exportation of rice is not stopped, it will be difficult 
‘1 a few days to procure 10 seers of rice for a rupee. Poor people will in 
that case suffer most, and most of them will have to live on one meal a day. 
In times of scarcity two classes of people suffer most, viz. the labouring classes 
and the middle classes. The former live from hand to mouth, and suspension 
of work, even for a day, means starvation for them. It is for this class of men 
that Government has to open relief works in times of distress. As regards the 
other class, Government cannot get any information regarding the distress that 
may prevail among them. Their position in society, and general respectability, 
prevent them from publicly disclosing their poverty, and they never thiok of 
resorting to public kitchens for their meals. Rich men ought to come forward 
for the relief of this class of men. A gentleman occupying a high official 

osition in the district of Burdwan, has accordingly proposed the formation of 
a District Charitable Society there. If the pleaders and the mukhtars practis- 
ing in the local courts collect from their clients subscriptions at the rate of 
1, 2, or 4 pice, a sum sufficient for the working of the scheme may be raised 
within a few months. | 

46. The Bankura Darpan, of the 15th March, says that the untimely rain- 

fall of the present year has seriously injured the 

Pw ay ter = the crops in the ~mango, the sugar-cane, and the mohua crops, The 

ncaa sucess injury to the mohua crop, which supplies the people 

of these parts with food for four months in the year, has caused great anxiety 
and alarm. 

During his visit to Bankura the Lieutenant-Governor promised to see 
that the subhankar’s dar& was repaired, but nothing has come of His Honour’s 
promise yet. The dard if repaired may prove of great benefit to the people. 
And it is a wonder that the authorities are still so apathetic in the matter. 

47. Acorrespondent of the Samay, of the17th March, complains of water- 

Bei scarcity at Jayarampur, in the district of Nadia. 

tg yee gy a village in The people of the village used to take their supply 

epee of water from the river Bhairab, which flows to its 

south. But the river has now considerably silted up in consequence of the 

cultivation by Jocal zaminders of indigo, paddy, and other crops in its bed, 

and this supply of water has failed. Village people now depend for their 

supply on a tank, the water of which becomes unfit for drinking purposes 

during hot weather. Cholera breaks out there every year precisely at that 

time, and people die in numbers. Tne attention of the Lieutenant-Governor 
is drawn to the matter. | 

4S. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 20th March, says that 

iiiiai tic ee mney er has destroyed the rabz crop in the 
wishon Cy the Nedig et => Ranaghat, Santipur, Chakdaha, and Haringhatta 
ne ee eee ene thanas of the Snashat subdivision in the Nadia 
district. There is already distress among the people in consequence of the 
failure of crops during the last two years and this additional calamity will soon 
accravate it. 

49. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 22nd March, has the 
following :— 

Considering that rice and paddy did not sell 
cheap even in the month of Pous, the prospect 
before the country must certainly be regarded asa gloomy one. Old rice and 
new rice of the finer sort cannot now be had in Calcutta for less than Rs. 5 
per maund But while rice can be had in Calcutta, though at a high price, 
It is not procurable in many villages at any price whatever. Untimely rainfall 
has also destroyed the pulses. Kitchen vegetables and spices also have become 
very dear. Free exportation of food-grains is proving the ruin of the country, 
and the canals and railways are facilitating this exportation. The suggestion 
1s often made, that the waste lands in India should be brought under cultivation. 
But, leaving out of consideration the forests, the conservation of which is neces- 
siry for the supply of fuel and rainfall, there is not much waste land in India. 
lhe cultivation of jute in lands which formerly used to grow rice is doing 
cteat harm to the country. If the exportation of food-grains goes on unchecked. 

udia will gradually become a scene of desolation. | 

There is great scarcity of water in the mufassal. But while Govern- 
Ment is anzious to give a supply of water to towns, which may well do without 
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it, it is doing nothing to remove the terrible scarcity of water which prevail, 
in the villages. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


ap gg cer 50. The Banganivasi, of the 10th March, 
Py Fire brigade “Bill and the publishes the following — 


appointment of the Jury Commis- What Bébdji (the Banganivdsi’s humourist) say 
— on waking from his long sleep :— 


THE FIRST SCENE. 


Illut Lat (Elliott), Catan Das (Catan), Alla An (Aln), Urdharef ( Warfe) 
and several other honourable gentlemen, in their attempt to drag a fire-engine 
are pulling each other, but have not yet succeeded in tearing each other to 
pieces. Catan Das is pulling Alla An by the beard, and Urdharef (who had 
both his beard and mustachios shaved) by the hair of his head. Illut is pulling 
Catan by the ear. What the result of all this pulling was will be gradually 

ublished. 

. The imposition of a taxon salt did great good to the country. But oil 
remained to be taxed. This fire-engine affair, however, was about to make oil 
a taxable article, but that has been prevented by certain people. Everybody 
has to apply oil, only it should be applied to the proper place, and to the proper 
person. A tax on oil therefore would cause inconvenience to everybody, 
Cocoa-enut oil has been spared from a fear of giving offence to native females, 
and castor oil, too, has been spared, for it serves many useful purposes. This 
has pleased Babdji. If the fire-engine-wallas feel aggrieved at this, they may 
refuse the service of their engine when oil catches fire. 

What Babaji heard: 

A conversation between one Lat and another. 

Lomsudan Lat, Lord (Lansdowne) (crying): —It is true 1 have done an 
act at the instance of Illut; but what is my fault? I will resign if my 
prestige is not upheld. A total withdrawal of my order will be a great insult 
tome. You will have to keep my prestige intact. 

Kimbadant? Lat (Lord Kimberley.) Nice dbddédr (an importunate and 
unreasonable demand prompted by affection) this! What shall Ido? Unless 
I rescind your order I shall be in danger of losing my own appointment. 

Lomsudan.—You must grant this dbddr of mine. Just look and see how 
that fellow Naren, of the Sen family, is treating my order with contempt, and 
how the Bengalis are making themselves merry over the matter. I have n0 


desire to live after this. Unless you uphold our prestige, Illut and myself 
will beat our brains out (crves). 


Kimbadanti.— What trouble! What am I to do then? 

Lomsudan.— Keep matters undecided for a few days, and appoint a Jury 
Commission. 

Kimbadanti.—I do not see how that will uphold your prestige. 

Lomsudan.— Whether my prestige be upheld or not, I will at least, bave 
some consolation, and (owing to great noise, Babaji failed to catch the 
ese of the conversation). Then Lomsudan sang a song to the following 
effect: — 

Illut’s coming to Bengal has caused difficulty and confusion. What 
a fatal notice it was that he issued—and how foolishly did I act in inadvertently 
assenting to such a measure at his instance. Clamour has filled the land, 404 
my conscience is tormenting me. How long can I dissimulate in this fashiol' 
My heart will no know no ease until the Commission comes to a close. 
there be a compromise, and let the clamour cease, so that I may be spared the 
necessity of giving an explanation. , 

51. The Bankura Darpan, of the 15th March, has heard the follow} 

Pyne story from a woman named Mand4:— 


ees On the 11th March last a woman, named 
Garabini, a friend of Manda’s, came to her, and asked her if she would accomp22! 
her and her paramour in their journey to the Ganges, in which they intet® 
to bathe. Manda having no money at the time, Garabini lent her some rupe®: 
and they went together. After proceeding some distance Manda perceived 


that she was being enticed away into a cooly depot. On this she escaped, bu 


na OO See 
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was pursued by the men of the depdt for some distance. She, however, managed 
to arrive home safe. An aunt of Garabini’s and another woman were some 
time ago sentenced to a month’s imprisonment for enticing away, for a similar 
purpose, the wife of a barber. That woman lost her caste, and has now taken 
to prostitution. ; 

52. The Sahachar, of the 15th March, has the following :— 

The necessity of political agitations has been 
admitted in all civilized countries. According to 
Mr. Gladstone, no national rights can be acquired without agitation, while 
Lord Salisbury publicly advises the people of Ulster to agitate against the 
Home Rule movement. Agitation is, in fact, the only means by which a lifeless 
people can be galvanized into life and activity. If, then, agitation is so 
necessary an element in modern politics, why are people who agitate for a 
common purpose, sometimes blamed for so doing? Why are the Congressists in 
India blamed, and called professional agitators ? The reason of this is not far to 
seek. It only proves the inconsistency of human nature, All are ready to 
admit the utility of political agitations in the abstract; but as soon as such 
agitations clash against their own interests they forget their theory, and condemn 
all agitations as mischievous. Thus, when the Bulgarians tried to throw off 
the Turkish yoke they were loudly praised by the English for their action; 
but when Jreland demands Self-Government, the people of Ulster are publicly 
advised to oppose her in every possible way. If you question my power, you 
are a professional agitator. If the people of Ulster had supported the Home 
Rule movement, they would have been guilty of unlawful agitation; but as 
they are opposing that movement, they are, according tothe Tories, simply 
trying to defend their own interests. Thus the words ‘agitation’ and ‘agitator’ 
come to have different meanings, when looked at from different points of view. 

53. The Banganivdsi, of the 17th March, says that already Rs. 23,000 

» minintar Mtenneetel Bend have been subscribed towards Lord Roberts’ Memo- 
as Be ELSIE” wa) Fund, and there is no knowing how much more 
the people of India will still offer at the feet of the English. Lord Roberts’ 
only title to the gratitude of the people of India seems to be his horrible 
exploits in Cabul, and his want of respect for the native population. The 
writer never knew before that gratitude could be won by such service. 
Neither Lord Ripon, who did so much for this country, nor the late Mr. 
Bradlaugh, who breathed his last breath thinking of India’s welfare, had any 
statue erected to his honour by the people of India. Buta statue, it seems, 
must be erected to the retiring Commander-in-Chief. This is not an 
expression of gratitude, but fulsome flattery, on the part of those who 
have money to spare. The poor have no money, and cannot therefore 
express their gratitude by means of statues and paintings. But their 
gratitude is most sincere, and they can only express it by shedding tears. And 
such expression of gratitude it is not in the power of all Lord Roberts’ Fund 
to purchase. 


Agitation and agitator. 


54. The same paper publishes a cartoon, to 
which the following letter-press is attached :— 

Babaji (the Banganivdsi’s humourist):— 

Though the Bengal Council is an inferior Council, its members are not 
men of inferior rank. But Babaji cannot explain how an incident like the 
one reported in the last issue of the Banganivdsi (see paragraph 50) ocourred 
in that Council. The incident has filied Babdji with horror, and he sees, as 
ina dream, Catan pulling Urdharef by the hair, and Alla An by the beard, 
and he sees Illut pulling Catan by the ear, The pain makes Catan jump 
up, he gapes and shows all his teeth. Strange are the ways of legislation, 
when such things can happen in its course. 

55. The Sudhdkar, of the 17th March, deplores the present backward con- 
dition of the Muhammadan community, owing to 
absence of education and enterprise among its mem- 
bers. The Muhammadans now a days do not find 
employment in public offices, which are filled with educated and half-educated 
Hindus. The latter have at length come to understand the benefit of trade and 
speculation, but the Muhammadans have neither the inclination to improve 
their condition by these means, nor have they, in the majority of instances, the 


The Banganivédsi’s humourist. 
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requisite capital to carry on commercial pursuits. Another point to which the 
writer would draw attention is that, living among Hindus, the Mubammadans 
of these provinces have acquired many superstitious notions, which stand ip 
the way of their following trades and professions which are likely to prove 
lucrative. 

56. The Prakriti, of the 18th March, says that prostitutes have managed 
to make themselves a public nuisance at Panbazar 
in the town of Gauhbati in Assam, and hopes that 
the Deputy Commissioner will order their removal from the town, and fix a 
place outride its limits for their residence. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Officiating Bengalt Translator, 


Prostitutes in Gauhati in Assam. 
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